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Presentation Preview 

•  “About Us” – MassDOT Office of Outdoor Advertising  
•  Federal & State Laws that govern Outdoor Advertising  
•  Recent Revisions to Code of Massachusetts Regulations  

(700 CMR 3.00) Control and Restriction of Billboards,  
       Signs & Other Advertising Devices 

•  OOA Application Process 
–  700 CMR 3.05 – Procedure for processing New Permits,  

Temporary Permits, Permit Renewals and Permit Transfers  
–  700 CMR 3.07 – Requirements for New Permits  
–  Electronic Permit Requirements & Restrictions 

•  OOA Interactive Website: 
 www.mass.gov/massdot/ooa   
   



Key Federal & State  
Laws and Regulations 

•   Federal Highway Beautification Act of 1965 
•   Federal Law - United States Code  
   (23 U.S.C., Section 131) 
•   Code of Federal Regulations (23 CFR 750) 

•   Federal/State Agreement of 1971 

•   M.G.L. Chapter 93D (Sections 1 through 7) 
•   M.G.L. Chapter 6C (Transportation Reform) 
•   700 CMR 3.00 

•  Detailed information available at: www.mass.gov/
massdot/ooa 



Recent Changes to 700 CMR 3.00 

•  All proposed locations must be in areas  
zoned for industrial/commercial use. 

•  Signs must be spaced a minimum  
of 500 feet apart on same side of  
a roadway. 

•  All abutters within 500 feet of a new sign 
location must be notified by certified mail. 

•  Electronic signs may be permitted with local 
and state approval. 



Application Process Highlights 

•  All permit applications (electronic or otherwise) must be signed 
by a duly authorized municipal official 60 days before filing 
the application to the OOA. CMR 3.06 1 (i).  

•  Municipal notification letter sent to chief municipal officer. 

•  A field inspection is performed by OOA to ensure proposed 
sign conforms with federal and state guidelines. 

•  Public meetings are held on all new permit applications at  
the State Transportation Building in Boston. 

•  Comments “for” or “against” new applications are welcome. 

•  Applications for electronic permits will be available on 
February 4, 2013 at: www.mass.gov/massdot/ooa. 



Municipal Notification Letter 

•  Upon receipt of  
a new permit 
application,  
OOA sends a 
notification letter 
to chief municipal 
officer via 
certified mail. 



Electronic Application Form – Pg. 1 

•  Applicant contact 
information  



Electronic Application Form – Pg. 2 

•  Details of 
proposed sign: 
–  Location 
– Height 
– Dimensions 
–  Illumination 



Electronic Application Form – Pg. 3 

•  Emergency and 
Public Service 
Announcement 
Contact 
– Amber Alerts 
– Weather Alerts 
– PSA  



Electronic Application Form – Pg. 4 

•  Application 
Checklist 

•  Applicant’s 
Notice of 
Certification  



Electronic Application Form – Pg. 5 

•  All permit applications 
(electronic or 
otherwise) must  
be signed by a  
duly authorized 
municipal official  
60 days before filing 
the application  
to the OOA.  
CMR 3.06 1 (i).  



Electronic Application Form – Pg. 6 

•  OOA approval  
or denial  



Outdoor 
Advertising 
Interactive 
Website 



Updated OOA Website 



Questions? 


