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Presentation Outline 
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Eligible Bridges “BRI’s” 

• 10’ – 20’ span length 
 

• Bridge must be on a 
public way 
 
 

• Not eligible for federal  
aid 
 

• 1,300 Municipally Owned BRIs in Massachusetts 
• MassDOT received 50 applications in October 2016 

 



• Non-federal aid state funds 
 

• $50 million over five years 
 

• Approved projects will be funded through 
reimbursement agreements 
 

• The maximum amount of reimbursement, 
including design and construction costs is 

per year, per municipality 
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Funding 



  Administering the project through the design 
and construction phases: 
•  Including procurement of a prequalified designer 

and bidding and oversight of the construction 
contract by a prequalified contractor 
 

 Obtaining and certifying the they’ve obtained 
all required environmental permits and acquired 
all required right-of-way 
 
 Coordination with all affected utility companies 
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Municipality’s Responsibility 



• Applications accepted 3 times per year –  
Oct. 31st, Feb. 28th & June 30th 

 
• Emergency applications can be submitted anytime 

 
• Maximum reimbursement is $500,000 per municipality 

per year 
 

• Project can be for replacements or for preservations 
  

• Multiple bridges can be combined in one application 
($500k maximum for entire application) 
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Program Description – Key 
Points 
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Definitions & Method of 
Measuring Length of Span 
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Definitions & Method of 
Measuring Length of Span 
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Program Website 

http://www.massdot.state.ma.us/highway/DoingBusinessWithUs/LocalAidPrograms/Munici
palSmallBridgeProgram.aspx 

http://www.massdot.state.ma.us/highway/DoingBusinessWithUs/LocalAidPrograms/MunicipalSmallBridgeProgram.aspx
http://www.massdot.state.ma.us/highway/DoingBusinessWithUs/LocalAidPrograms/MunicipalSmallBridgeProgram.aspx
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Review and Approval 
Process 
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Reimbursement Process 
 



• 100% completely filled out 
 

• 10’ – 20’ bridge span length, on a public way 
 

• Part B  Confirmation of Applicability: These questions 
will be scored as “PASS / FAIL”.  If the answer to any of 
these questions is “No”, the application will be rejected 

 
• Not eligible for federal aid and demonstration for 

financial need 
 

• Supporting documents e.g. inspection field reports,  
detour routes, pavement condition, photos, permits 
needed, engineering consultant evaluations, etc.  
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What Makes a Great  
Application? 
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Example of an Application 
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Example of an Application 
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Example of an Application 
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October 31st, 2016 Eligible 
Applications By District 

District Applications for Applications for Total 
  Preservation Replacement   
1 6 7 13 
2 0 7 7 
3 9 6 15 
4 1 5 6 
5 2 6 8 
6 0 1 1 

Total 18 32 50 
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MassDOT Municipal Small  
Bridge Program 

Chief Engineer, MassDOT Highway Division -  
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