
Massachusetts Municipal Association – 36th MMA Annual Meeting & Trade Show 
Jennifer Raitt, Assistant Director of Land Use Planning 
Metropolitan Area Planning Council 
January 24, 2015 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Established in 1963 as a public agency 
 

 Created under MGL Chapter 40B Section 24 
 

 Governed by representatives from each of the 
101 cities and towns in Metro Boston, 
gubernatorial appointees and designees of 
major public agencies  



 Encourage development and preservation 
consistent with SMART GROWTH PRINCIPLES. 

 Partner with our cities and towns to PROMOTE 
REGIONAL COLLABORATION, enhance 
EFFECTIVENESS, and increase EFFICIENCY. 

 Play a leading role in helping the region to achieve 
greater EQUITY. 

 Help the region reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and adapt to the physical, environmental, and 
social impacts of CLIMATE CHANGE and 
NATURAL HAZARDS 



 HPPs for Acton, Ashland, Bellingham, Canton, 
Swampscott, Quincy, and Woburn  

 Strategies to Produce Housing for Middle-Income 
Households in Inner Core Communities 

 Zoning for multi-family and mixed-income housing 
 Advancing state housing policy initiatives 
 Exploring Collaboration Opportunities with 

Housing Authorities 
 Providing technical assistance to local affordable 

housing boards, trusts and committees 
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Baby Boomers (born 
1945 – 1970) comprise 
49% of labor force 

One million workers 
now over the age of 40 
will  retire by 2030 (39% 
of labor force) 

Existing population is 
insufficient to fill vacant 
positions 
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 HPPs are created by cities and towns throughout 
the Commonwealth to adopt a five-year strategy 
for the production of affordable housing. 



 Create homes people can 
afford 

 Advance neighborhood 
stability 

 Maintain and increase  
economic competiveness 

 Protect existing inventory 
 Prioritize and guide 40B 

development 



 Look for help! – Create new 
partnerships and seek 
external resources 

 Make your vision by-right! – 
Amend zoning and make 
regulatory changes 

 Lead! – Address 
organizational and 
leadership issues 

 Educate, re-educate… - 
Inform and work with your 
boards and commissions, Town 
Meeting, volunteers, town 
officials, and others 
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 The Massachusetts Housing Data portal is a 
“one stop shop” for all statewide data 
necessary to prepare the housing needs 
assessment of HPPs 

 Compiles available data from a variety of 
federal, state, and regional sources and 
presents this data in easy-to-use formats that 
can be incorporated into an HPP.  

 There are three components to the portal:  
 A housing data profile page 
 A basic needs assessment page 
 A data download page  
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Thank You!  

 

For more information, please contact:  
Jennifer Raitt, 

Assistant Director of Land Use & 
Chief Housing Planner 

617-933-0754 | jraitt@mapc.org 
 

www.mapc.org 
@MAPCMetroBoston 

mailto:jraitt@mapc.org
http://www.mapc.org/
http://www.mapc.org/
http://www.mapc.org/
http://www.twitter.com/MAPCMetroBoston

