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Context: City of Greenfield & Greenfield Public Library

The City

● Population +/-17,700 (average age 44.6), 
but draws people from the county and as 
far away as southern Vermont

● County seat for Franklin County
● Largest “city” in Franklin county 
● Local economy is driven significantly by 

healthcare and social services
● Also home to many state offices (county 

courthouse, Northeast District DA’s office, 
Sheriff & correctional facility), 

● A community college  (GCC) 
● As the most rural county in the State, we 

have lots of farms
● Greenfield is a town with urban 

challenges

The Library

● New Library opened July 13, 2023 
● 26,800 square feet (vs. 15,000 of previous 

location)
● Open concept; two meeting rooms; 3 study 

rooms; a dedicated children’s room (ages 
0-12) and teen room (ages 13-20); a 
children’s garden and second floor balcony

● Average door count just under 600 
visitors/day

● 12 FT staff, 4 PT staff
● Open 52 hrs/week, Mon-Sat, including three 

weekday evenings per week until 8pm



The Greenfield Public Library





The Library as Community Infrastructure
A Trusted Public Space

Libraries Provide:

● Access

● Stability

● Connection

● Support



Supporting Community Priorities

Laptop Giveaway Program

Supported by the United Way, TEK 
Collaborative, and The Alliance for Digital 

Equity

1,000 Books Before Kindergarten

Sponsored by The Friends of the GPL
Cook Book Club

Fostering community through culinary 
exploration and literacy.



Libraries as Community Connectors

Information Sessions
Free Tech Support Jobs Center Programs



Partnerships and Municipal Impact: Collaboration = strong communities

Hooks & Books
(partnership w/Mass Wildlife)

Blood Pressure Monitor Kits
(partnership w/AHA)

Summer Eats & GPL
(partnership w/GPS providing meals & movie night)



Responding to Community Needs

Community Baby Shower Personal Care Item Kits Youth Resource Fair



Libraries strengthen civic life and community belonging






