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W H E N  A  R E C E S S I O N  O C C U R S ? *

Hours Open Staffing

Questions

Increase in
items circulatedThe percent of the general fund

that municipalities invest in
their community goes down. 

3,969 items
circulated

1,841
visitors

203 
questions asked

People asked more questions
but with fewer staff to answer
and fewer chances to ask them

Libraries during the last
recession had fewer

resources (staff, open
hours, funds) with an

increased demand for
their services. 

Increase in
visitors

32.4%

Funding

1.03%

Snapshots: 
What might a WEEK in the life of a MA library look like in a future recession:

What might a YEAR in the life of a MA library look like in a future recession:

198,450
items circulated

91,983
visitors

10,185
questions asked

* Data sourced from the MBLC’s Annual
Information Report Survey (ARIS) and
Department of Revenue’s Division of Local
Services’ Municipal Pie

Doing More 
with Less
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